February 3, 2020

Glen Allan Elementary Principal’s Message
Where has the first half of the school year gone? Hard to believe we are already in February and halfway
through the school year. January was a very busy month but also a great month for learning. Our students
continue to impress me with their strong work ethic, positive attitudes and dedicated focus on their learning.
Our students are learning about Bloom’s Taxonomy higher level thinking strategies and are doing a great job
implementing that throughout their assignments. Critical thinking and high-level thinking skills are so
important in ensuring our students have successful futures. We are so proud of their accomplishments and
encourage them to put forth their very best all the time.
As the cold weather and snow descends upon us, please be reminded that we do go outside for recess the
majority of the time. Here are a few little reminders to help us provide the best care we can for your
children.
• Please be sure your child has warm clothing before they leave for school.
• Students should have a toque and mittens/gloves with them
• It is also a great idea for students to have snow pants as students may head outside for daily physical
education as well.
• Please make sure your child has a pair of indoor and outdoor shoes.
February is a short but action packed month at the school. There is lots going on including parent teacher
interviews, teacher’s convention and family day as well as all of the curriculum and learning that also has to
happen. February tends to fly by and soon we will be into March with spring just around the corner.
We are starting to examine our School Education Plan for next year and would like your input through the
following survey link. https://goo.gl/forms/0asvcVPuHhQSgDPJ2 At Glen Allan Elementary we are about
building partnerships with our parents, working together for the future success of our students and the school.
With that in mind, we would appreciate your input regarding our school education plan for next year. I have
created this short survey to provide you the opportunity to share your input. Thank you for taking the time to
fill out our survey.
Well that’s it for now. Have a great February and stay warm.
When we work together, Great things happen! ;^)
Mr. Tracey Arbuthnott
Principal
Glen Allan Elementary
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Capital Care – Class 41
Early Out/Staff Meeting 2:15PM
Teacher’s Convention/School Closure Day
Fit Kids - Lacrosse
Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 3:30PM to 7:00PM
Book Fair Sale
Musical Treats
School Closure Day
Family Day/School Closure Day
GASC Meeting – 7:00PM
Legislature Field Trip – Grade 6
School Spirit/Hot Lunch Day
Young Author’s Conference
Teacher’s Pet – Wheels and Levers – Grade 4
Pink Shirt Day

School News
Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences and Book Fair – February 11-12
Our parent/teacher/student conferences will be held from 3:30PM to 7:00PM. During the parent/teacher/student
conferences please drop in and check out our Book Fair! To book time with your students’ teachers please go
to schoolinterviews.ca and use the event code m8n8r.

Musical Treats – February 13
Musical Treat Day is much like musical chairs with the lucky person winning a cake or sweet
treat! After our planned activities, if there are any remaining cakes, they are given away in
classroom draws. Good luck to all our students!

Pink Shirt Day – February 26
Pink Day started in 2007, when a grade nine student in Cambridge, Nova Scotia was bullied by classmates for
wearing a pink shirt to school. Taking notice, two students rallied their peers to send a message to the bullies.
The next day, the halls were filled with students in pink T-shirts.
Red Cross Pink Day started because two boys chose to do something about bullying rather than stand by and
watch it happen. Now the movement is worldwide, educating and inspiring others to stand together and take
action against violence and bullying.
Their actions sparked a world-wide movement shedding light on the issues surrounding bullying and inspiring
others to Be Someone’s Hero by speaking up when they see bullying happening. This year’s theme for Pink
Shirt Day is Be Some Ones Hero.

Division News
Kindergarten Registration is Now Open!
Is your child turning five on or before Dec. 31, 2020? If so, it’s
now time to register for kindergarten. To register, simply
complete the online registration form at eips.ca/kindergarten.
To help families prepare, Elk Island Public Schools has put
together an online toolkit—available at eips.ca/kindergarten—to
make the transition as smooth as possible. The kit includes
information on registration, important dates, programming options, what to expect, eligibility, how to find your
designated school, transportation and more.
Additional information regarding kindergarten is available on our school website
at www.glenallanelementary.ca

Read Aloud Day Contest
Do you have a favourite book your parents or grandparents read to you when you were young? Is there a book
you enjoy reading to your children or grandkids? Maybe a teacher once shared a great book with your class that
captured your imagination and set you on a lifelong love of reading?
On February 5, Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) wants to hear from you—about the story you’ll always
remember. Write a post and include a photo. Or, even better, record a short video reading a favorite quote or
passage from the book. Then, tweet it and tag the EIPS Twitter account @eips or reply to the Read Aloud Day
post on the Division’s Facebook page. And, be sure to use the hashtag: #eipsreadsaloud.
NOTE: The Read Aloud contest is open to community members, students, and teachers and staff throughout
the Division—everyone who posts is automatically entered in a draw to win one of nine EIPS prize packages.
Winners will be announced on Feb. 7, 2020.

Caregiver Education Series
The Division, in partnership with Alberta Health Services and Elk Island Catholic Schools, is hosting a series of
caregiver information sessions focused on ways to support students’ mental health. The sessions are free and
geared toward parents, caregivers, teachers and community members who want to learn more about challenges
impacting children and adolescents. This year, session topics include anxiety, ADHD, depression, self-harm,
technology, teens and teaching leadership skills, and more.
Visit the Division calendar to see all scheduled caregiver sessions.

Complete the Returning Student Registration: February 1-29
Elk Island Public Schools’ (EIPS) returning student registration process is now open. All returning students
must complete the online Returning Student Registration Form to confirm their child’s enrolment in a school for
the upcoming 2020-21 school year. Additionally, students who want to attend a non-designated school need to
make that request through the returning student registration process—acceptance is based on available
space. All returning EIPS students are required to complete the form by Feb. 29, 2020.
Access to the Returning Student Registration Form is provided through the PowerSchool Parent Portal. If you
don’t have a PowerSchool Parent Portal account, you need to set one up before Feb. 1, 2020.
Create a PowerSchool Parent Portal account
For more information contact the school directly.

Measuring our Success: Complete the Accountability
Pillar Survey
Once again, Alberta Education is conducting its Accountability Pillar
Survey—an annual check-up on the province’s education system. Every
year, Alberta Education conducts the survey to gather information about
the quality of education provided by Alberta schools and school authorities.
The survey looks at various measures such as engagement levels, student
wellness, student outcomes, and the classroom(s) and school climate.
Throughout February, Grade 1- 6 students and teachers at Glen Allan Elementary are completing the survey
online at the school. Student participation is voluntary and completely anonymous. Students are assigned a
random username and password to ensure survey responses aren’t linked to any individual student. The survey
takes about 40 minutes to complete and is done within the school day during regular class time.
Additionally, parents and guardians of students in grades 4, 7 and 10 are also asked to take a survey, either
online or by mail. Information about the survey was sent to these families in January. Like the student and
teacher survey, it’s anonymous and asks questions about your school experiences. If you have a child in grades
4, 7 or 10, we encourage you to participate. The survey deadline is Feb. 28, 2020.
Results from the Accountability Survey are provided to Elk Island Public Schools each May. The Division then
uses the data to inform its four-year education plan, its annual school education plans and strategies for
continuous improvement. The results are also shared with EIPS families and school communities each fall in
the Division’s Combined Education Plan and Annual Education Results Report.
For more information about Alberta Education’s Accountability Pillar Survey visit alberta.ca/accountabilityeducation-system.aspx.

Do more this summer!
Next Step Continuing Education Summer School and Camps:
Registration opens March 9
Summer School: Open to students entering grades 10-12 and mature students
With more than 25 credit courses, there are lots of ways to get ahead. Students can earn high school credits,
upgrade marks and finish pre-requisite courses.
Courses include:
• CALM (in class or self-paced)
• Physical Education 10
• Extreme CALM and Physical Education 10 combined
• English – 10-, 20- and 30-levels
• Math – 10-, 20- and 30-levels
• Social – 10-, 20- and 30-levels
• Sciences – 10-, 20- and 30-levels
• Film Production
• Work Experience and RAP
Summer Camps: Open to participants in grades 5-9
From sports to cooking to babysitting, campers enjoy a fun-filled program while making friends and learning
new skills.
Camps include:
• Sports – volleyball, basketball and handball
• computer gaming and design
• cooking and baking
• babysitting
Registration opens on March 9.

Superintendent's Update
Superintendent Mark Liguori shares his thoughts on the Division in his latest blog column: Top of Mind – If
what we’re forecasting is accurate, we have to concentrate on what’s important—our core work, which is
teaching and learning in the classroom. Read more

GASC News
The next GASC meeting will be held on Wednesday February 19, 2020 @ 7pm in the school library. If
anyone has the opportunity to join us, we would appreciate your input on the very important topics we
will be discussing at the meeting.
GASC will be holding its annual election for the school council positions at the May 20th meeting. If anyone
is interested in a position on the Council for 2020/21, including the Chair position, please contact Jessica at
jessica.winship@gmail.com or 780 819-7258.
HOT LUNCH
Our next hot lunch will be held on Friday Feb 21st. Orders can be placed online at
https://gln.hotlunches.net/ before Jan 10, 2019 at midnight. Thank-you so much to all
the volunteers that are making this year’s program such a great success! Anyone
wishing to lend a hand at any of the hot lunches can email Chandel Plester at
chandel.plester@shaw.ca or Marcie Evanochko at marcie@evanochko.com for more
information.
BOTTLE DRIVE
Just a reminder. We will be holding our first GASC bottle drive on February 11th and
12th, 2020. We are asking Glen Allen families to save their empty bottles and cans for
collection at the next Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences. The bottle depot trailer will
be in the front parking lot of the school. Anyone wanting to help with this fundraiser
can contact Jenn at scottjenn@shaw.ca
MUSICAL TREATS
Our annual Musical Treat day will be held on February 13, 2020.
The kids are really excited for this event!
The more donated treats we receive, the more happy faces we can create! If possible, please
plan to bring a donation of a baked good (cake, cupcakes, cookies) or any type of special treat
to the front doors of the school on the morning of the 13th.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Amanda Trach at attrach@shaw.ca
BOOK FAIR
Our next book fair is coming up soon! It will be held on February 11th and 12th in the
school library during Parent/Teacher/Student conferences. We would love your help to set
up, take down and/or work a short shift at the sale itself. If you are willing to give us a
hand, please contact Chandel at chandel.plester@shaw.ca. These book fairs are a big reason
why the Glen Allan library continues to be such a wonderful place for our kids to find their
love of reading!
We will be needing a lot of volunteers in the coming months to keep our wonderful programs
and fundraisers successful. If you can help out or would like any information about the
coming events please do not hesitate to contact Sheila at theconnollys45@gmail.com.

Don’t forget to order a yearbook so your children
can treasure their fond memories for years to come!

