Good Morning Glen Allan Elementary families,
I hope you had a wonderful weekend and were able to enjoy the amazing weather we have been blessed with. This week we look forward to Orange Shirt Day which is on Wednesday, September 30. Mrs. Vicic, our First Nations Metis & Inuit lead, has been visiting classes to emphasize the meaning behind Orange Shirt Day. Orange Shirt Day is a day when we honor the Indigenous children who were sent away to residential schools in Canada and is a commitment to learn more about the history of those schools.  It is a reminder that “Every Child Matters”. Please encourage your child to wear orange if they have it.
I have a couple of important updates as we approach the month of October!
Early Dismissal 
Just a reminder that on the first Wednesday of every remaining month this school year, students will be dismissed at 2:08. The next early dismissal day is Wednesday, October 7.
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Teachers are looking forward to the opportunity to connect with you! Parent/Teacher Interviews are Wednesday, October 21 from 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. and Thursday, October 22 from 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. These interviews will be virtual or over the phone. More information about how to book a time will be available in my email next week. Please save the dates though! 
Halloween
On October 30, students can wear their Halloween costumes.  Halloween is a little different this year as there is no school-wide parade or party food.  Within each class, teachers will still make Halloween special for their students.  Weapons of any type are prohibited as well as inflatable costumes as they take up too much space in the classroom.
Read In Week October 5 – 9
Read In Week returns on October 5. The theme for this year is “Read Around the World.” Through various activities, students—both in-school and out-of-school learners—will spend the week reading and learning how stories have the power to teach lessons, broaden perspectives and foster empathy. As with everything, our activities will look a little bit different this year, as we would typically have multiple volunteers visiting, but we look forward to sharing a lifelong love of reading and enhancing literacy awareness with our students.
Absence Reporting 
Please ensure you are contacting the school office to inform us if your child is going to be absent or has an appointment either through our school website where you will find the green attendance checkmark seen below! You can always give us a call at 780-467-5519 as well.  https://www.glenallanelementary.ca/home/news/post/attendance
Caregiver Education Series
Alberta Health Services is hosting a series of virtual caregiver information sessions focused on ways to support students’ mental health. The sessions are free and geared toward parents, caregivers, teachers and community members who want to learn more about challenges impacting children and adolescents. Session topics include anxiety, ADHD, depression, self-harm, technology, teens and teaching leadership skills, communication, resiliency, and more
Visit the Division calendar or Caregiver Education to see the monthly caregiver sessions.
School Fees
School fee information for the 2020-21 school year is now posted on the PowerSchool Parent Portal. When you log on, you will notice the fee schedule is different from previous years. Instead of a fee based on the entire year, fees are charged on a quarterly basis.
The fee schedule change accommodates students switching from out-of-school learning to in-school learning and possible fee adjustments if the province decides to transition to Scenario 2—partial return to school—or Scenario 3—the suspension of in-school classes. 
Each quarter, you’ll receive an email notification letting you know fees are posted on the PowerSchool Parent Portal. To access your fee information, go to “Student Fees” on PowerSchool. There you can view your fees and pay online using Visa, MasterCard or INTERAC Online—when available from your financial institution. All fees are due within 14 days of being posted. NOTE: School Fees apply to in-school learners only.
If circumstances exist where you are unable to pay your fees, you can apply to have fees waived by submitting an Application for a Waiver of Fees. The deadline is Dec. 15, 2020—if new to EIPS, the deadline is the latter of Dec. 15, 2020, or 45 days after registration.
Thank you for your ongoing support. If you ever have any questions or feedback, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Have a great week!
Kind Regards,
Judy Anderson
Principal

